


E.

1. converting metal or other material into raw material products that have:
a. prepared grades; and
b. an existing or potential economic value;
2. using raw material products described by Paragraph (1) in the production of
new products; or
3. obtaining or storing metal or other material for a purpose described by
Paragraph (1) or (2).
“Wrecked vehicle” means a discarded, junked, damaged, or worn-out automotive vehicle
that is not in a condition to be lawfully operated on a public road.

3
EXCEPTIONS TO LICENSING

The licensing requirements of this ordinance do not apply to:

A.
B.

C.

a recycling business;

a junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage yard located entirely in a municipality and
subject to regulation by the municipality; or

a junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage yard in operation before June 1,1987.

4
LOCATION OF YARD

. A junkyard or an automotive wrecking or salvage yard may not be located within fifty (50)

feet of the right-of way of a public street or state highway, or within 50 feet of the nearest
property line of a residence.

A person may not accumulate or stack materials associated with a junkyard or an
automotive wrecking or salvage yard higher than eight (8) feet above ground level.

This section does not apply to a junkyard or an automotive wrecking and salvage yard used
only for farm equipment.

5
SCREENING REQUIREMENTS

A person who operates a junkyard or an automotive wrecking and salvage yard in Johnson
County shall screen the junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage yard with a solid
barrier fence at least six (6) feet in height along the portion of the junkyard or automotive
wrecking and salvage yard that faces a public road or residence. The person may screen
the yard by any appropriate means, approved by the Commissioners Court, including:

1. afence;
2. natural objects; or
3. plants.

. Upon written notice made by or at the direction of the Johnson County Judge or any

Commissioner of Johnson County, a person or business operating a junkyard or an
automotive wrecking and salvage yard shall within thirty (30) days of such notice submit
to the County Judge a detailed plan for complying with the screening provisions of this
ordinance. The County Judge shall as soon as possible place upon the agenda of the
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Commissioners Court sufficient notice that the screening plans will be considered by
Commissioners Court for approval.

The Commissioners Court may approve or disapprove the plans taking into consideration
the expense of screening and the aesthetic affect to any public road or family residence. If
the plan is approved by the Commissioners Court, the person or business operating a
junkyard or an automotive wrecking and salvage yard will have 120 days from the date of
approval to comply with the screening requirements of this ordinance. If the plans are
disapproved by the Commissioners Court, the Commissioners Court may prescribe a
screening plan not inconsistent with statutes or this ordinance. In the event that the
Commissioners Court prescribes a screening plan, the person or business operating a
junkyard or an automotive wrecking and salvage yard will have 120 days from the date
that the screening plan of Commissioners Court is made known to such person or business
to comply with this ordinance including the screening plan prescribed by Commissioners
Court. If the person or business decides to not comply with the screening plan prescribed
by the Commissioners Court, the person or business will have sixty (60) days to cease
operations and clear the property of the junk or wrecked vehicles necessary to comply with
this ordinance.

6
EXCEPTIONS TO SCREENING

The screening requirements of this ordinance do not apply to:

A.

unw

@O

an automobile wrecking and salvage yard as defined by, and subject to Chapter 397,
Texas Transportation Code;

a junkyard as defined by Section 391.001 and subject to Subchapter E, Chapter 391;
a recycling business; or

a junkyard or an automotive wrecking and salvage yard entirely in a municipality and
regulated by the municipality.

7
LICENSE AND RENEWALS

A junkyard or an automotive wrecking and a salvage yard subject to this ordinance must
be licensed by the Commissioners Court of Johnson County, Texas.

The license of a junkyard or an automotive wrecking and salvage yard is conditioned upon
the operation of the junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage yard only at the location
approved by the Commissioners Court.

The Commissioners Court shall impose a fee of $25.00 for the issuance of a license to
operate a junkyard. The Commissioners Court shall impose a fee of $25.00 for the issuance
of a license to operate an automotive wrecking and salvage yard.

The license fee shall be deposited into the general fund of Johnson County, Texas.
Applications for a license may be obtained from the Public Works Department of Johnson
County. All applications for licenses must be completely filled out. The location of the
junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage yard must be described by mailing address,
by legal description, and by any other description sufficient to apprise the Commissioners
Court of the exact location of the proposed junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage
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yard. Additionally, all applications must have a map of the site of the junkyard or
automotive wrecking and salvage yard showing the existence of screening by natural
objects, plants, or fences or other appropriate means to a height of at least six (6) feet
alongside that portion of the junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage yard that faces
a public street or family residence.

After the Public Works Department has reviewed the application, the application will be
forwarded to the County Judge who shall select a date for a public hearing to be held on
the consideration of the application for license. The date of the public hearing must be set
so as to give Johnson County sufficient time to send notice by certified mail to the
property owners affected by the granting of a license under this ordinance. The notice
shall be sent to the affected property owners at least two weeks before the public hearing
on the license. For purposes of this ordinance, property owners affected by the granting
of a license will be considered property owners residing within 1000 feet of the property
on which the junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage yard is located.

The Commissioners Court shall impose a fee of $25.00 for the renewal of each license
issued under the authority of this Ordinance. Each license is valid for one (1) year.

Upon receiving an application to renew a license issued pursuant to this Ordinance, the
Public Works Department shall inspect the licensed location to determine compliance
with the licensing requirements. If the licensed location is in compliance with this
Ordinance, the County Judge of Johnson County is authorized by the Commissioners
Court to sign a renewal of the license which shall be valid for one (1) year.

8
GROUNDS FOR DENIAL OF LICENSE OR RENEWAL

The following grounds are reasons for denial of the license or renewal of the license:
A. Material misstatements or misrepresentations in the application for license, the

B.

accompanying documents, or at the hearing before the Commissioners Court.
Location of a junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage yard within 50 feet of the right-
of-way of a public street or state highway or within 50 feet of the nearest property line of
a residence.
Insufficient screening, which is screening that allows observation of the junkyard or
automotive wrecking and salvage yard from alongside that portion of the junkyard or
automotive wrecking and salvage yard that faces a public street, family residence, or
church.
9
GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION OF LICENSE

The owner or operator of a junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage yard shall have
120 days from the date of notice that his business is not in compliance with the screening
requirements of this ordinance to rectify the violation and comply with the screening
requirements. Failure to rectify the screening violation and comply with the screening
requirements, will subject the owner or operator of a junkyard or automotive wrecking and
salvage yard to a hearing before the Commissioners Court at which time the license for
said junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage yard may be revoked for non-
compliance with this ordinance.
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B. The Commissioners Court may deny, suspend, or revoke a license if presented with clear
and convincing evidence that a person or business operating or seeking to operate a
junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage yard has violated any provision of:

1. this ordinance

2. the laws of the State of Texas pertaining to the operation of a junkyard or
automotive wrecking and salvage yard;

3. the regulations of the Texas Department of Transportation relating to Motor

Vehicle Salvage Dealers;

the Texas Liter Abatement Act;

any applicable federal law or federal regulation; or

any state or federal law or regulation pertaining to the possession of, the

receiving of, the storing of, the sale of, or the resale of any stolen vehicle or

component part of any stolen vehicle.

C. If Commissioners Court denies the application for a license or suspends or revokes a
license in accordance with this ordinance, the person or business operating a junkyard or
automotive wrecking and salvage yard shall within sixty (60) days of such denial,
suspension, Or revocation cease its operations and clear the property of any junk or wrecked
vehicles as necessary to comply with this ordinance.

AP

10
NOTICE OF HEARING

A. Prior to any hearing by the Commissioners Court to revoke or suspend a license for the
operation of a junkyard or automotive wrecking and salvage yard, the operator of such yard
shall be served with notice at least 72 hours prior to the time set for hearing.

Such notice shall be served by a Constable of Johnson County upon the operator or licensee
or their agent, employee or representative.

Service of notice may be by personal service or by posting such notice on the door of the
business, the residence of operator, licensee, or agent, or the address specified for the
service of notice in the application for the license.

11
OFFENSES

A. It shall be an offense and violation of this ordinance to operate a junkyard as defined in this
ordinance without a valid license issued by the Public Works Department of Johnson
County, Texas and approved by the Commissioners Court of Johnson County, Texas.

B. It shall be an offense and violation of this ordinance to operate an automotive wrecking
and salvage yard as defined in this ordinance without a valid license issued by the Public
Works Department of Johnson County, Texas and approved by the Commissioners Court
of Johnson County, Texas.

C. It shall be an offense and violation of this ordinance to operate a junkyard as defined in this
ordinance at a location not approved by the Commissioners Court of Johnson County,
Texas.
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Consideration of order 2024-118, Order Approving Third Amended Ordinance

Licensing Junkyards. Automotive Wrecking Yards and Salvage Yards Located in
the Unincorporated Areas of Johnson County.

(May attach additional sheets if necessary)

Person to Present: Jennifer VanderLaan

(Presenter must be present for the item unless the item is on the Consent Agenda)
Supporting Documentation: (check one) PUBLIC [0 CONFIDENTIAL
(PUBLIC documentation may be made available to the public prior to the Meeting)
Estimated Length of Presentation: |0 minutes

Session Requested: (check one)

Action Item [ Consent (] Workshop [J Executive [J Other

Check All Departments That Have Been Notified:
County Attorney Oar O Purchasing (O Auditor

[ Personnel Public Works [ Facilities Management
Other Department/Official (list)

Please List All External Persons Who Need a Copy of Signed Documents
In Your Submission Email

Approved in CC on 9/11/2023



CCl11-12-24

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to Chapter 396 of the Texas Transportation Code, the
Johnson County Commissioners Court will consider approving and hear protests
to the Third Amended Ordinance Licensing Junkyards and Automotive Wrecking

and Salvage Yards Located in the Unincorporated Areas of Johnson County, Texas.

At:  9:00 o’clock a.m. on: November 12, 2024 in the
Commissioners’ Courtroom on the second floor
Of the Johnson County Courthouse
2 North Main Street, Cleburne, Texas 76033

Published in ‘Times Review’ classified section under ‘LEGAL NOTICE’ on these dates:
October 26t & November 2", and 9th, 2024

posted on the County website October 2, 2024
Placed on the Courthouse Bulletin Board October 16, 2024
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